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Georgi Dzhumavov's dissertation presents an in-depth study of the
applications of modern computer technology in language learning. New
developments in this field are welcome and it is satisfying to see that the
presented research has been carried out with vigor and skill. The topic is
viable in relation to the ongoing active process of introducing technologies
not only in foreign language teaching but in education in general.As this
process is often quite chaotic, in different directions and for different
purposes, its investigatior. is valuable both for deciphering its mechanisms,
and for its optimization. Moreover, the main focus of the dissertation is on the
most studied foreign languages in Europe — English and Spanish, which sheds

light on the core aspects of technology application into the language realm.



The dissertation considers the topic in several aspects — general
theoretical, didactic and grammatical — aimed at synthesizing the general
features of the tense systems of Bulgarian, English and Spanish in regard to
studying them with the help of computer technology. In view of these
languages, the study consistently links E-assisted learning to the language
competence of Bulgarian speakers. This is both theoretical and applied asset

of the study since Bulgarian linguistics definitely needs such parallels

The topic is thoroughly investigated: the volume of the dissertation is
319 pages, which include six chapters, a summary of its main contributions,
five appendices and a detailed bibliography. The structure of the work is

consistently built, following clear research logic and motivation.

The dissertation exhibits a sound knowledge of the background and
context of the research problem. The presentation focuses on the central
issues, which are discussed in depth. The text refers to works by Bulgarian,
English and Spanish grammarians, as well as by leading scientists in

computational linguistics, testing, teaching methods and others.

The "language-computer” relation is presented by tracing its key issues,
such as the relation between natural language and formal languages, the
emergence of the concept of artificial intelligence, the phases of natural
language processing. They are presented clearly and with relevant references
to current literature sources. Furthermore, the text makes a logical transition
to tracing this relation in foreign language learning, where the issue of
modern "digital natives" oy M. Prensky is discussed, as well as M. Levy’s
and P. Moore's leading concepts of "blended, inverted and mobile learning".

The three main means for applying modern technologies in language
learning: computer, the Internet and mobile devices — are presented in the

dissertation in the light of their advantages and problem areas. Unfortunately,

at the moment, when the present procedure for the defense of this dissertation

2












