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Bachelor's degree in Slavie Philology (2014) and a Master’s degree in Russian
language (2017). She was awarded Frasmus mobility grants to study at the University
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assistant at the Department of Modern Bulgarian Language of the Institute for
Bulgarian Language at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. She was accepted as a
full-time PhD student in 2015 and completed her doctoral studies with the right of

defense in December 2017.

The topic chosen by Zhaneta Zlateva is extremely relevant as it has not been
explored in depth with respect to Contemporary Standard Bulgarian; such a study will

be undoubtedly helptul in the forthcoming work on a new academic spelling









I'would like to note that one of the things T was not able to find in the
dissertation is an overview of the work undertaken in the New Spelling Dictionary
(2002) and the Official Spelling Dictionary (2016) with respect to the graphic

pey
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representation ol the preference of one doublet over another adopted by the spelling
dictionary codifiers in order (o facilitate readers. while at the same time suggesting the
future development of doublet pairs. This was the first time that such an effort was
undertaken consistently in a Bulgarian dictionary and in a way that was approved by
dictionary users. In addition, this approach sheds light on the codifiers™ expectations

regarding the development of doublets and the probability of their becoming obsolete.

In generall in view ol the accurate descriptions made in the thesis, 1 expected
the doctoral student to commit hersel{ to a more decided opinion on the doublets
preferred by the codifiers in the two spelling dictionaries. as well as to comment on
their decisions and to give her take on the possibility that in some cases one of the
doublets has become or may be expected to become obsolete. Instead. she has
preferred to accept the codifiers™ decisions as justified and for the most part consistent
and in keeping with tradition and use. I also expected to see her predictions on the
fikelv changes in future spelling dictionaries. The author states. instead, that the
codification practice in the period under review offers a just representation of the
linguistic trends through emploving doublets in reflecting the dynamism of the norm
and in making a smooth transition towards the validation ol particular forms and
tendencies. [ justify this approach in view of the voung author’s caution in making
judgments although a more detailed assessmient would have helped establish her
dissertation as a valuable reference work on language competence and would have
been of help to future codifiers (one of whom would probably be the author herself.)

The dissertation abstract is in full compliance with the requirements and fully
represents the main principles underlying the work as well as its contributions.
Zhaneta Zlateva has authored four papers on the topic of the dissertation which are

published in authoritative collections of papers and periodicals.



[ should also cmphasise that Zhaneta Zlateva has been too cautious in
formulating the dissertation’s contributions and has limited herself primarily o the
ones related to her work on the theoretical assessment of doublets and their important
role in a smooth reorganisation of the language svstem, while downplaving the

observations on the dynamism of doublets in the verbal lexis under study.

My general impression is that the candidate has painstakingly gathered other
authors™ opinions on the topic and has attempted to present them in a well-organised
system. The various types of doublets have been discussed in a similarly meticulous
manncer in the second part of the dissertation. The exposition is very concise. but the
author’s assessment of the rescarch she has familiarised herself with and has used in
forming her own opinion based on the analvsis of the material. is not made explicit at

all places where it would be relevant.

As mentioned above. the dissertation reveals the candidate™s desire o
encompass the abundant literature on the topic under study. combining it with a carciul
analvsis of the ample material at her disposal. The meticulous analysis of o great
number of verbs and verb forms (included i the appendix) shows that she has been
able to provide very good organisation and analysis of the language material and to use
it in drawing in-depth conclusions.

In conclusion. I confidently recommend the respected members of the Scientilic
Jurv to award ZHANETA TODOROVA ZLATEVA the scientific and educational
degree of Doctor of Philosophy for her thesis titled Doublets ™ Dynamism in the Verbal

System of Contemporary Standard Bulgarian.
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